
School Dilemma

T. Joe Swyers Dairy Farm

Dansville, NY



The Issue

ÅDaughter is in 8th Grade English

ÅOmnivoreõs Dilemma by Michael Pollan

ÅCommon Core Unit: Analyzing Authorõs Purpose 
and Evaluating Claims in The Omnivoreõs Dilemma

ÅEnglish teachers teaching about agriculture

ÅStudentõs were analyzing agriculture not the bookõs 
author/claims

ÅLow income community



Contacted the School

ÅSpoke with teacher

ÅPrincipal

ÅSuperintendent

ÅMet with him

ÅOffered for us to come into the classroom and 

talk about the of the Omnivoreõs Dilemma



Reaching Out for Help

ÅNEDPA

ÅNY Farm Bureau

ÅNY Ag in the Classroom

ÅNY Animal Ag Coalition

ÅLivingston County Agriculture in the Classroom Program



Created a Survey 

Student Concerns & Social Media Use

ÅChemicals use in Agriculture

ÅMentioned over 40 times in comments and concerns

ÅConventional vs Organic

ÅAnimal Welfare/Treatment

ÅGMO

ÅFood Safety/Healthy Food

95% of  Students used Social Media

Common Student Concerns:



Student Quotes from Survey

òWhat questions would you ask a farmer?ó

ÅòDo you ever stop and think, 'I kill animals for a living'?ó

ÅòCould you make it simpler and stop using pesticides and treat the animals 
better because I support world peace?ó

ÅòWhy they use the seed provided by the corn companies, as it may allow for 
more corn and corn that is resistant to disease and insect if  enough farmers 
stopped using their corn seed they would be forced to shut down. If  they 
shut down that would make it so that the Farmers could get more money for 
their crops, animals, and farms.ó



Student Quotes from Survey

ò3 Take-away point from the bookó

ÅòThat not all food is safe- Not all food is good for you- Some foods come from a 
laboratoryó

ÅòThe cows live in there own wasteó

ÅòI donõt really like the book because it tells us how the food organization actually is 
and some of the stuff we find out is really nasty.ó

ÅòAll farms aren't happy farms where animals are grazing and eating correctly.ó

ÅòThe animals that we obtain our food from are mostly not in suitable conditions.ó

ÅòMany foods are drowned in chemicals.ó



Lesson Development

ÅDeveloped 2 part lesson

ÅSpent 2 days presenting to every 8th grade English Class

ÅLesson addressed their specific concerns

ÅStudents spent 1 day on the farm

ÅMeant more for them to actually see it

ÅAgain had ag professionals address their concerns



In Class Lesson

ÅDefined Sustainability used USDA Farm Bill definition

ÅTalked about Agricultural/Dairy Sustainability 

ÅBASF òA World without Farmersó videos

ÅPhysically showed them:

ÅAmount chemical(s) used on an acre

ÅAntibiotic labels

ÅIncrease in efficiency of  corn production and milk 
production per cow

ÅToxicity of  Glyphosate verses table salt, Red Bull



ÅDemonstrated this 

using Monopoly money

% of  Income Spent on Food



Social Media Handout


